Nue (Monster Nue) Story ?:g % g% - _&%i
e ik
1. Traveling Monk Visits Ashiya Village in Settsu Wr < g
s WMo M F e B
A monk traveling in provinces completes his visit to Kumano for prayer \J\ ;E ; R2E 7o fE 7 ? ?E
and visits the village of Ashiya in Settsu Province on his way to Kyoto. As a Jf; %E Z’C g‘ g Té fb)) X {é S iil
villager nearby declines his request of lodging for the night, the monk stays at O o 0 A7) Cji - B
a small temple located by a river for the night. i ~ HE % ik i f;@ B
= 3
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Travell D D fd it W AN ENF e 5
raveling monk ‘ . ) ~ D 5o L N =
An anchoret traveling under the sky, an anchoret traveling under R D fet o N iy Py
the sky. Although he looks up at the sky, he is uncertain where he I S) B ~ W /0) D z

is or how he has come. He does not even know on which path he A D B = i Z A @ #h

L~ z - AT

This self is a monk traveling around the provinces (a Buddhist {% @ Z: % d? J:o E 1w 523

monk who trains himself while traveling, seeing the sights in the %, ~ i P)\ N D =8]

provinces). So far, I have completed my visit and prayers at the HWOA N F 7z fd \z

Three Shrines of Kumano. From now, I am going to visit Kyoto, > 0 L 5‘ % i& A

the capital city. :CP M: !E) 7’::0 %’ H Z fa

SERL ™ 7 N s

In no time at all, I pass the barrier on Ki-no-ji Road, which leads % E.; gé 7%: D ,bg

back to Kyoto. I pass the barrier on Ki-no-ji, which leads back to H & o z 5 4 =

Kyoto. Traveling further, I enter the province of Izumi (most of iz 7 B n ﬂ% [ D

present-day Osaka Prefecture) and pass the Shinoda woods. When B ol % R 1_;‘]: 2 H

I get to a village where I can overlook pine groves distantly, I soon voFE @ ?)\ 2 < :4'?

reach Suminoe, pass the beach of Naniwa-gata, and arrive in the < S X‘\ . [ lg %

village of Ashiya. I have arrived in the village of Ashiya. s }0?5 v N 2
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helpless as a blind turtle holding on a floating piece of wood, just
sinking in the darkness. Although I am just like sunken wood, I
have never completely sunk. Why does my dead soul alone remain
in this world?
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story
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[Dialogues between Ai-kyogen and the Monk] oM L s BN =
1 i 3 7 Z 2 () /NN v
Because the sun has set, the monk asks a villager of Ashiya for accommoda- % oD D AENY 0 13 A %: Z fosi
tion for the night. The villager however declines the monk’s request, saying 1,'"3“33 {L ) 1: A g 1‘2 A i - &)\ D
he cannot offer shelter for the night to a monk under ascetic training. On the % ?i F Zﬁ f: { 7 h E % foa i
N : - e < =] Y
monk’s repeated request to let him stay, the villager tells him that he may stay 2 < T F 3 ﬁ Z A E é
at a small temple on a river bank, although a lucent monster appears in the 4 X 2, N I%EI M/ N N N Al £
temple in the middle of the night. The monk decides to stay at the temple. Fg2 ° 9 D {& !C HOA
b & e Sl o & oA
7 N B3 e {g\\ ot % 035 &l
2. An Uncanny Boatman Appears and Talks to the Monk Li Q Zﬁ % % = % z i %
I
R N O A gy
Close to the temple comes by a rotten dugout canoe, and an uncanny boatman Iz Z W3 IZ |z 5
appears from the canoe. When the monk speaks his concern, the boatman £ < 5 3 (B Kl ez
h L % 7
talks to the monk. e 0) . ) VARAS
A 72 v (S
. , . %) o2
Boatman How sorrowful. I am a bird trapped in a cage. My mind feels as < 5 Yok
h
7 %
&
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This dugout canoe I row amidst tears, floating and sinking in the < 23 yi) DR

waves of tears. & 5 A 3 1z

~— % -
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Reciters  The canoe shakes when it is rowed, yearning for the past, unable to (})5; b EE[C D

endure. D % LL‘; g- g

| | | 1 T & 5
Boatman It does not have time to exhaust its memories of the past. I | .
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Monk If you are the same type of man as a salt-making seaman, I wonder

&

why you do not work but row to the shore every night. It looks

o &

like you have a plenty of time.
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story ?g ?g ?;g ?:g
Monk How strange. There is something approaching, floating on the
waves in the middle of the night. Lo?l<ing at it carefully, it might Yife IR N 5 ~ i NI = R N
be the boat I heard about from the villager, but I am not certain D B =B L Z D X X o H T M
whether anyone is in the canoe. Oh-ho, there is a mysterious man ji=] D I -1 < D =0 Wk i H v i
in it! BE P VS B H sz £ 9 S A
x A b A EHA " n Tk ok
Boatman You, who call me mysterious, who might you be? I am like a E % 2’ ;é ;‘2 C&j-i % Li ?;ﬁo g)) E c?t ﬁ_
sunken wood. If you think that I am a man unknown to all, please N ~ ig 71;:\ 7 > 3 # o ° ~
do not consider me worrisome. ° 5 = Az A D w/
&4 D= L Z I 7 W
Monk Oh no, I did not mean it. I just heard from a villager that a myste- ; T @ E«i D Al - 7
rious boatman comes to the shore every night. However, when I ;)' 2: {5)& % ;!‘i‘ Z?L E %
see you, you seem just like an ordinary boatman. I therefore said L ° I D 2 » D
that it was strange. < I VD N z 2
fl: & v & Y
Boatman The villager you mentioned must be a seaman who makes baked + D 7> b g
salt on the beach of Ashiya. How could you wonder about me who b s iz A &2
belongs to the same category as the seaman? g ;,} : b v ?6\ {;
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oatman Certainly, I understand you doubt why I have time. In an old N i W > b
poem, “In Ashiya (Ashiya means the house of reeds), % 7z VA < 3%

S & 5 o °

Monk a salt-maker on the beach is busy. She works all the time, even i3 ZAS ﬁi 7% W
without a break to put a boxwood comb in her hair” ;Li A L i M;
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story E ?g;ﬁ = H ?Jg
=
Boatman My heart is always busy to be bothered by worries. ;é [gn% T
= & < h oo -
Monk Just approached by tides, Iz & jé % o i)\ fi ﬁ > ﬂ;‘é %)ﬁ
im0 oo mrE B W A %
Boatman a boatman... 7;- A 1E AR GTE| 3 38 e = I
Reciters  did not push his pole, but came by dugout canoe. He did not push "IN z # N D\ v N ,l‘é, 11: Bz
. . . BH %) ﬂ - =il e %)
his pole, but came by dugout canoe. Is it a dream or reality? When X A ) i - 13 Iz X > 7
N - A
day breaks, you will see the truth. Please lodge at this shabby hut < L > 44 o H ) 5 7S ¢
whose edge of the reed roof has never been clipped evenly. Please Z I . A Wz -2 n ¥ H
g 4 % i 7 Xz
stay and pray for the darkness of this seaman’s heart. How pre- L IBi B ﬂs b AN T T\ %3 ‘;gf
cious. This traveler is a monk who renounced the world. Because 7 D e 23 q) < HE( Jgé-)
I am in a helpless situation, pushed out in an abandoned dugout % B b4 % 1 6 j; 3 s <
canoe, whose name sounds similar to renouncing the world, I B A [ IS 7z L) %
- =7 ~N
would rely on the power of Buddha’s Law. I will rely on the power w I !""l HE & i ° 7=
of Buddha’s Law. ?-I% 7 li % ;J(\ 5 E A M £
iz D bl 5 % =
D ﬁ% 3 oy 8,y N o
- lden . o £l oo
3. Boatman Reveals His Identity as Nue and Disappears . {Iﬁ ° }Eﬁ 72 h X
e B L x 2 ¢
S IA
Responding to the monk’s question, the boatman reveals that he is the FE'? T e T O S il
embodiment of the monster Nue, which was exterminated by Minamoto j% d;i) (é) 29
no Yorimasa. After asking the monk to pray for it, it describes the scene of EN n #ﬁ H D
its extermination, and disappears in the darkness of the night, bobbing and ok - %% 7%:
sinking upon the waves. % A Vo
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story i i i ?g ?:g
Monk No matter how I look at you, I cannot recognize you as a human.

May I ask who you are? Please tell me your name.

P
o v

Reciters and agreed that His Majesty’s illness must have been caused by

W ST H T AP O,

sz T -
e z L % n < NS Vo 9
Boatman Iam the ghost of Nue, who was shot and killed by an arrow fired L T 5 F - D 7- > Vot ° v ok H
by Minamoto no Yorimasa, in the reign of Emperor Konoe. Let me Ik A S 5 = ° iﬁ‘ F B F A F
describe to you the details of how I was shot. Please console my PE N % %) %) Bs 1 L D ‘ﬁ; N L
soul. ?é il ? D % g ?§ ik g 2 ;)C
Iz — o5 - T D A
Monk I see. You are the ghost of the monster Nue. Please tell me the X ?\% %% % ﬁ = %;: E r @ ]
details of how you were killed. We will warmly pray for you. A Q YA | %5 14 (A 7z R &
S - = J 2) 7> 2
Reciters  Well, in the reign of Emperor Konoe, during the Ninpei period, the g? % Jp): i é-: % i53 2 g %/_E: %
. . . = N 5 Z
Emperor suffered from the illness night after night. b ~ H_U = - N
D S - v - %) N
A . 5, B #w 2B - £ o ®
Boatman Although His Imperial Majesty ordered highly-ranked monks and N N B~ o fir D % L & vy
noble monks, whose prayers are efficacious, to perform secret and Jizy é Gﬁ D < [2 L"E: D _( \z O
significant Buddhist rites, none of those prayers had any effect on + (A % ] i;- L Tk Eroay ) é’-
His Majesty’s illness. C/E B o S & 2 + D\ 5 7
fi % s h. k3 % v
» O . 5‘ 7
Reciters  His Majesty’s sufferings were always around two o’clock in the ,l% Hf s L 7 H = :rié ;CAE B
morning. Around that time, a dark cloud climbed off from the % El:i ‘\ i g — $ % Vil
woods of Tosanjo (located in the southeast of the Imperial Palace) = i A l}/) =g ST V& S
and covered the sky above the Palace. The Emperor was always <y g)\ =S %g i 1 D e g
2N — N by
frightened by this. ¥ gK A —k‘/lf {f Z;E. < L N
%) E &gz % g ; 7z -
~ B — 9 z )
Boatman Therefore, highly-ranked aristocrats held a meeting, 1 ] s f& s X e £,
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some specters and monsters. They decided to order warriors to “)) - )

protect the imperial court and selected Minamoto no Yorimasa 2 iF g

among the members of the two warrior clans, Minamoto and Z *y by >

Taira. \z & e °
% 5 %
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story

&
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At that time, Yorimasa was assigned to the position of the director
of Hyogo-ryo (the office which manages the arms and ceremonial

<
v

Although this is truly a well-known story in the world, please, let

(g}

you transform your obsession to it and convert that obsession into
the power to become a Buddha.

Historicl records say h lly assigned to th 2 E v B g % B3N b i
arms). [Historical records say he was actually assigned to the L < < ¥ b i % N 2 BN 1z o
position after he exterminated Nue.] Yorimasa brought only a ?ﬁﬁ L Bt 12 k +: ) ’/‘i By 2 B T 7 o IR
servant, I no Hayata, with him as a reliable supporter. Yorimasa Xa Iz ¥ ~F z ® i - o2& O D B % -
wore two layers of kariginu-style kimono and held a Shigedo bow 1H: L ? kT ;% [E PN < ;| I B =S S W) D
(a bow colored black and encoiled by wisteria vine. It is possessed g ;31 ; % X Z:: % ? JE‘: ifi 5)11‘ Z’:: %u\ g{) H#\ g
. . . . - j(
by a chief warrior.) and two large, sharp arrows with shaft feather Iz - T F It 2 IIS_;‘-“E F2 g = KD $g o D
of mountain fowls. He stood by at the exterior corridor of the X L 9 ¢t Z 5 Y K K K- i Jif hizy
imperial mansion and waited for the hour when His Majesty had < T Z K 2 3 El: A E ol 7 R D -+
always suffered. Then, just as people anticipated, a dark cloud Al b E 3/1, 2 ° $ = DI . N D FIERA D
~ N SEY > .
approached to the imperial court and covered up the sky above 5 - @\ P - = J): A & r ~ %
the mansion. When Yorimasa looked sharply into the cloud, he n R i 5] i D = D9 ; %ﬁ A H o5 7
o Py ' 7z 1 FI ) » A7 o O S or 7
found a suspicious figure there. ) < [E SRS N < Y o b X 7% 5
OBk E L BH OS> = D
Boatman He grabbed and nocked an arrow... 72 Z 2 AN - VC\ L =z B I 2 % 1
& S FR I R R
Reciters  recited an invocation, Namu Hachiman Daibosatsu, Praise be o v :) o A \\( iE % :é;
e great Boddhisattva Hachiman, in his heart. He fully d Z 5 ¢ D g BTG i
to tne great Bo isattva Hacniman, in his heart. He tully drew n L /@' % L E‘, | % I'ELLI A D s D = T
the bow and released an arrow. It was a telling blow. Something Iz D) L ) 5 E D 2 =L 3 N
was surely hit by his arrow. “Yes, I made it!” “Yes!” He shouted his =, 7’;: F |]J_[: 2 H o W HE = %?\ % I
success, and his servant, I no Hayata, rushed to where the creature = bt B ";}j':‘ [6) b\ 2 T A fgf D . = A
fell from the sky, continuously stabbing it nine times with his El & i X 0 t{; & & & # 2 i&
. . — % v % O T45 »w xbHE s
sword. Now, lighting a torch and looking at the creature illumi- -~ 3 F N N O \am
nated in torch light, it had the head of a monkey, tail of a snake, L = J): Iz 7 o) IS ,ﬂ; = B~ 54
IR
four legs of a tiger, and cried like a White’s Thrush. The word i3 % L 7 & B A ° oz & * n
‘horrible’ is not enough to articulate the indescribable ugliness of < % > ) D /& j’( 5 ~ D <
the monstrous creature. &_j} I]E e é} ‘é; JE: =R A % 1))
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story
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Boatman Nothing will help me to become a Buddha. The sinking of pale

green oak leaves on the beach, used to hold offerings for gods, oy i 53 s z ¥ ¥ 2R

might be connected to their ascending to Paradise. 2 = e 2 w ) N z 2 AA

L 2 & 7> LI JLE 7t = 2D
Reciters  Truly, though we say we were tied in our previous lives... <\ . N<A & h Iz e é HH
- S SR S S TR

Boatman just in time, tonight... % ,‘7; ngZ X: L\ }C ﬁ % ?L ii;
o 3 9 I ) % £ 3

Reciters I met a person who does not belong to this world. A bamboo... WA ) & = A3
I F3 9. & D

Boatman ..Ire-take a pole of bamboo, and to the dugout canoe... ‘/)\ N s
& iz = 2 75

. . . b B V> T B
Reciters  he rides on, it seems. S r N
I 2 i

Boatman However, in the waves washing the shore at night, L D
< %
Reciters  he bobs and sinks, hidden and unhidden. What I can hear repeat- e o

edly but fitfully is the voice of Nue. It sounds horrible and ugly.
Oh, how horrible and gruesome it is.
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[Interlude]
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all represent the verity of objects in the world. Receive the Law

Nue (Monster Nue) Story {% ?;'f % E;E ﬁ% Ei 03 E 20
2 # 2 R A
4. The Villager Talks about the Story of N he Monk = = 03 Ex iz A i
= N
. e Villager Talks about the Story of Nue to the Mon ?’H“ .‘ﬁi ]\ 1%
B — - B o ¢ 5 El gk a
The villager comes to visit the temple to check on the traveling monk’s safety. HiE {-é 'Iﬁ 5% . )25 L\ 5 5 f# N
Responding to the monk’s request, the villager narrates the story of the exter- A = 3'?3 IN {B‘% A i3 n o g
mination of the monster Nue, confined in a dugout canoe, discharged into the % B & El W b 12) 18 < % A
Yodo River, and for a time floated into this village of Ashiya. {‘i— fE N é il 51 12 g)‘_ W % ;;J'é
L = > Gl
: 72 i ‘o i g
L 7 }J:E ik % [ N E Iz i
5. Ghost of Nue Appears in Front of the Invocating Monk X 3 I % = rf:' e %Iih >3 )
7. o i o i T D %O &
While the monk recites a sutra and prays for the ghost of Monster Nue, . N C]:\ Vo T % %
the ghost appears in its original form and expresses its appreciation for the L L 2 = fit z=
N H =
invocation. b -+ w L H D £
5 b =
¥ i n i
D A % -t
Monk The voice of reciting a sutra and of the wave washing the beach, N 2 iz
the voice of reciting a sutra and of the wave washing the beach, VA = (o
—
@
o
%

N oSATTEOEZMROTIM ,CIHEFEOH - HORE [ cIEOF - HORE

@
L
X
5
= : <
1% D z
1A o D
JE— b
S
of Buddha with its enormous boon. Considering so, I continue b A b D H
to recite this sutra all the night. I recite this sutra throughout the O)\ 3 0% % A
night. Bl Ji% K N N S
S /N /" % it e
- = : D ()
“When one person becomes a Buddha, grasses, trees, lands and b n n F L T
soils, everything also becomes Buddha together” e 13 % F T 0':)'
i S i b
Ghost of Nue < B 5—) ?E’ Z:: +
“the ones with heart and without heart, both can become Buddhas = 7l ~ 3 f«;_;
, i . =
together é T+ oL (ﬁ/’ﬂ_:’h 7 nﬁ
= z j% e & >
Monk We shall have faith (in the Buddha). L E}u é; fé;,“ T&%
- ii = 75)
— N
Nue Lets’ have faith. & g ‘g; %o 9
< o e
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story i Tg% ,EIE /\ ?:g i
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Reciters Drawn to the Nirvana attained by the Buddha, fifty-two kinds of
creatures gathered. I too am the same. Guided by Buddha-nature,

S
%
33
=
=

I floated on the tide at night illuminated by the moon of thusness

IRe
R EHATO R

. . 2] /oD D ?)

and came here. It is such a fortunate thing! Ik i H &

& Iz (.3

Monk How mysterious. Looking at the man appearing in front of myself, i %)\ Bz

he has a face of a monkey and his legs and arms are those of tigers.

Tk ey ek

Ry (T OMEM) TFEEHT Sy
N
O D BRI 0SS
an
G OMSCHIVIUNMNTE THASHE

< ) i E
L 2 7 NS
7w 7 CZ ®" o O
SR L mor C (£
% b " < o 2
5 0 alib vz 5n 24
L . [ >
It has a monstrous figure just as I heard. Oh, what a horrible T2 N : S A
aspect it has! ok_\ {5 = iﬁ\ %’)ﬁ‘ (:—).\ % ,‘:Cj % ?g j% 3/1;
O Iz = n % b ok w
150 B < i3 % 7 D+
6. The Ghost of Nue Asks a Help and Sinks into Darkness o b 115 ﬂé ICARe) i ° £ -
r D 7 [N - b % I E
The ghost of Nue narrates his story of being exterminated and sent out in a 5;: Ef ;:\ %_: ;f)l;i: 7L:o ;\;)ﬁ— 2/1: })\ ?L g 70%
dugout canoe because it caused the sufferings of the Emperor. As it is wishing W% R 5 e | I 9 23 A R
to be saved, it sinks into the water together with the moon. 9 %t F n e = B ) ) A T =
Fw kL #E L g i U i 7
Do S D g Jit o N
Nue Ah, I had turned into a monster who disregarded the lessons of Lji % EDE z < %\ Tg( 5—’. ]iﬁ.il g &‘i E %
the Buddha and had an evil mind. Trying to obstruct the Law of Wwols T o, = - ii L 7 [ < 7~
Buddha and the way of the Emperor, I stayed near the imperial DN H Dy % ) < A X L 3k H
court, flew over the grove in Tosanjo for a while, and every night xX 5 2 B i % S n ° F 7':0 N
around two in the morning, I flew down to the mansion where the IR 711’.‘ Q{\ X £ IN 5 S N
Emperor slept. % ‘i ﬁi ‘X(- ;%: f_?'é {j_g: Z;;L ﬁf‘ g l%
- ) EE[ p/— o by N
Reciters Immediately, the Emperor suffered severely. Immediately, the «; % lbm; ?E% E)- TE % %’g i L:’_ LO
Emperor suffered severely. I caused suffering in the sacred body of R SN %3 N % % [ &’_“ /N
the Emperor. His Imperial Majesty was completely frightened and b 7 Xk T (I?% ﬂt i G =z 7 M
sometimes passed out. I was very proud of my power and what I Db 5\ L Iz — = b‘ 3 J:o f -
had done. However, unexpectedly, I was shot by an arrow launched /i:\ % j: i VA ;)) L P f J“;:
by Yorimasa. I lost my magic power of transformation, tumbled Cofr Mo 5 i J): % 75 n
down onto the ground, and lost my life immediately. Zz % K 3 3/} | Z ~ b N
B % o ks = D 5 H
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Nue (Monster Nue) Story

Bt SR

Looking back, now I learn that I was shot by the retribution of the

Emperor, rather than the arrow of Yorimasa. When I was shot,

=
=

illuminate here, o moon hanging at the edge of the mountain.

[~

Iluminate far, 0 moon at the edge of the mountain. Wishing

<
1%

so, with the moon staying at the edge of the mountain, with the

SOSFEISE LF oy
S L OTHWETFOSTIFOILOSHGT FOIZT I |,

SHEHOM LA NG [ SHIAER . THIANFS

SR SNCERZT IS AC

moonlight disappearing into the ocean, the ghost of Nue sinks in

[

the water. It sinks in the water with the moonlight’s reflection in

the ocean.
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9k

3 3 7 =2
the Emperor was incredibly delighted and gave the sword named {ZE‘ g—l) EEE g n @ {j-c'_ %{E\ % ? lk, ;fi ;[)]
Shishi-6 (Sword Lion King) to Yorimasa. A Senior Minister, who < oI % E‘g I3 I :’C 7 7 o
was called Minister of Uji, received the sword from His Majesty, W A I W B g a N g 05 -
went down steps, and when he was about to pass the honorable > H 2 %O é’f‘ H o F | Z 7”: J:O
sword to Yorimasa, a cuckoo just cried. 7 X < % % . H Jig ;C:‘ B AH D
Al N l( Y ~ J — % }:El Al N %
N % 3 g
Nue Then, the Minister said, “The voice of cuckoo (the metaphor of {g é ? E i:\\ 72 E I jl?: 05 %: :‘z g%
Yorimasa) reached even above the cloud” &= o E © p > i< -
) H & 2P R ¥ S N R =
-2 F O E ﬁi?lk K e & R F
Reciters  Yorimasa went his right knee down, opened his left sleeve, gave a & FEH OB 154 2 i £ 7 - | S e
glance at the moon, and received the sword, reciting a verse. “I just & )\ Z‘?) X ¥ D — ’ 3 7? E
followed the settling crescent moon. (What I did was only to draw %3 i % E fil : % - £ R
. . , . ol g % % % 2 k%
my bow, which looks like the crescent moon.)” Then, he withdrew {% O E Iz m] 5 N
—
from before the Emperor and went home. Yorimasa achieved his A D 3 = I‘Z\; ¥ =2 T 5 =
. . . . . . ﬁﬁ % bi 0: = ﬁ’ :l\\
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Nue (Monster Nue)

Synopsis

A traveling monk, destined for Kyoto from Kumano,
arrives at the village of Ashiya in Settsu Province (present
day Ashiya City in Hyogo Prefecture). Although he asks a
villager for lodging for the night, he is refused. The monk
therefore decides to stay at a small temple, suggested by the
villager, built by a river. In the middle of the night, a shabby
boat, which looks like a log dumped in the water, pulls over
to the temple on the river bank. From the boat appears a
strange boatman—his appearance is very indistinct. He
exchanges words with the monk. Although the boatman did
not identify himself at the beginning, when the monk asks
of him, “You aren’t human, are you. What is your name?” he
responds that he is the ghost of the monster, Nue. Then, it
narrates its life story that because it made Emperor Konoe
(reigned 1142-1155) sick while His Imperial Majesty was on
the throne, it was shot and killed by Minamoto no Yorimasa
(a famous samurai warrior, a master archer). The ghost of the
monster asks the monk to pray for it and disappears in the
night waves of the river.

A little while later, the villager comes to check on the
monk’s safety and also tells the story of the extermination
of the monster Nue by Minamoto no Yorimasa. He reveals
to the monk that the monster Nue which was exterminated
and discharged into the Yodo River stayed at this place
for a while. After listening to the story of the villager, the
monk recites a sutra to pray for the Nue. Then, the ghost
of the monster Nue appears in its original form. The ghost
says that while Yorimasa gained his prominence with the
extermination of Nue and received a superb sword, Sword
Shishi-6 (Sword Lion King), from the Emperor, Nue itself
was boxed into a dugout canoe and discharged to the
bottom of the dark water. The monster Nue sinks into the
darkness together with the moon, while begging to be saved
and illuminated, just as the moon hangs at the edge of the
mountains.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

In actuality, the word ‘nue’ refers to a bird, the White’s
Thrush. The Nue in Noh is a monster, which has a monkey’s
head, tiger’s legs, and a snake’s tail (and racoon’s body in
the Tale of the Heike). A legend says that it was called Nue
because its crying voice sounds similar to that of the White’s
Thrush. In Western culture, it corresponds to the Chimera
in Greek mythology, or a monster created by genetic
engineering in contemporary science fiction.

It might be thought that general audiences would prefer
a monster-extermination story in which a hero slays the
monster and lives happily ever after. However, Noh dramas
often set a defeated or destroyed character as the protagonist
in, for example, plays based on records of battles or
confrontations with monsters; they describe the view of the
ones being destroyed, and, through the description of their
sorrow, confront us with the shadow of the human world and
the dark side of our lives.

In the Noh piece “Nue” the ghost of the monster
Nue plays the main character and narrates his hopeless,
destructive fate in detail. The last scene of this drama is
impressive as Monster Nue, exterminated by the hero,
Minamoto no Yorimasa, set off to sink into the darkness
of the Yodo River, implores the moon at the edge of the
mountains to illuminate the darkness in which it stays. We
wonder whether the Nue, which sank into the water together
with the moon, was saved.
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Schools All five

Category The Fifth group Noh, oni-mono, kirinoh-mono
Author Zeami

Subject The Tale of the Heike

Season Summer (April in the lunar calendar), Autumn
Scene Village of Ashiya in Settsu Province

Characters Mae-shite Boatman (personified Monster Nue)

Nochi-shite  The ghost of Nue

Waki Traveling monk

Ai Villager

Masks Mae-shite Ayakashi, Awa-otoko, Chigusa-otoko, etc.

Nochi-shite  Saruitobide, Kotobide, etc.

Costumes Mae-shite along black wig, mizugoromo (a type of
knee-length kimono), kitsuke / muji-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as the
innermost layer of the costumes of male characters
of lesser standing), koshi-obi (belt), a fan, and a pole
to control a boat.

Nochi-shite  long red wig, to-kanmuri (a type of crown worn by
gods or Chinese emperors), happi-style kimono,
kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono
mainly worn by male characters), hangire (a type of
hakama worn by strong characters such as demons,
gods and warriors), koshi-obi, a fan, and a stick for
beating.

Waki sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime, koshi-obi, a fan,
and Buddhist prayer beads.

Ai kydgen-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono for
kyogen-kata)

Number of scenes Two
Length About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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